SIR, It is not surprising to see discrepant occurrence of rheumatoid factors (RF) it systemic lupus erythematosus with or wit ease. In our report' we discussed the is (Discussion, 1st paragraph. p. 510) th studies, either a significant negative corre correlation 4 5 was found. We also stated tha this discrepancy is unclear. This is also th Moreno et al in the light of their own res thrust of our report was the occurrence of with rheumatoid arthritis with or without topic much less dealt with in previous St Departments of ' results from immune complex estimations, which makes it difficult for the reader to assess the results independently. Finally, no assessment was made at any stage, as to whether the two treatment groups were identical at the start of treatment. As a result of these deficiencies we M KORPFI A believe that this paper has not justified the conclusions that J MUSTONFN the authors have drawn.
The question of whether initiation of pulse methylprednisolone therapy at the start of treatment with a remission inducing agent alters the efficacy or side effects of such an agent remains unanswered. Correspondence, Book reviews 879 or no value in the long term treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. In the abstract we state that a singie pulse of methylprednisolone can give a short lasting anti-inflammatory effect but is of little or no value in the long term treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. Furthermore, in the discussion we emphasise that the question as to whether repeated pulses can affect the long term prognosis is still unanswered.
The power of the tests varies for each variable with the standard deviation and the estimated smallest medically relevant difference. For the detection of a 15% difference in the haemoglobin concentration the power of the test was about 80% in the present study. The power was of course less when the standard deviation was greater. This was the case for most of the clinical variables. In the study, however, it was of interest that for most variables there was a statistically significant effect of pulse therapy during the first days or weeks; whereafter the effect seemed to disappear.
The similarity between the two treatment groups appears from Table 1 in the article and from the tact that there was no statistically significant difference in any measured variable between the two groups at day 0. We do not understand the postulation that the detection of a clinical effect should imply that the observer cannot be blinded.
We do not agree that it is uninteresting that the progression in erosions seen in x rays in nine patients was not reduced in the pulse treated group.
We shall be very happy to send details about the individual measurements on request. Owing to the large number of variables, however, we decided to omit the details of variables in the article when no effect of pulse therapy was observed. I welcome the 4th edition of this standard text which is highly appropriate for keen medical students, the MRCP candidate, and the general practitioner. Experienced rheumatologists will also find some chapters valuable. Until recently Mason and Currey was the single, obvious book that one would recommend to medical students, but there are now many rivals in the critical market of rheumatology primers. Such books may mould the attitude of young doctors towards the subject for the rest of their professional lives. I well recall being almost seduced by endocrinology through the excellence of Hall, Anderson, and Smart. Mason and Currey is usually fuller on most subjects than its rivals and must appeal mainly to that coelacanth-like breed of medical students who prefers to write essay answers to the examiner rather than telexes or mindless ticks. Some pithy alternatives might provide a better preparation for the latter.
The 4th edition is written by 15 authors and has many strengths. We value Professor Vernon-Roberts's anatomical and histological accounts of the joint as scenesetting, and many immunologists who dabble in the occult would be well advised to return to Vernon-Roberts at regular intervals to keep their feet on the ground. Even the mast cell gets a mention in despatches. Professor Brewerton has written an excellent short chapter on immunogenetics without recourse to references which are necessary in this book so that one can make the first steps back into the literature. In contrast, Dr Denman's superb account of immunoregulation and autoimmunity, which really stretches the reader, is followed by four 
